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A LEVEL GEOGRAPHY COMPONENT 2

All Candidates' performance across questions

Question Title N Mean S D Max Mark F F Attempt %

1 1455 5.7 2 10 57.2 99.9

2 1454 5.1 2.2 10 51.4 99.8

3 862 11.4 4.1 20 56.8 59.2

4 590 11.8 4.1 20 58.9 40.5

5 1451 6.7 1.6 10 66.5 99.6

6 1445 6.8 1.9 10 67.9 99.2

7 925 11.9 3.5 20 59.5 63.5

8 529 12.5 4 20 62.3 36.3

9 650 17 6.3 30 56.5 44.6

10 795 16.9 5.7 30 56.2 54.6
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A LEVEL GEOGRAPHY COMPONENT 2

Sticky Note
Usually the question number

Sticky Note
The number of candidates attempting that question


Sticky Note
The mean score is calculated by adding up the individual candidate scores and dividing by the total number of candidates. If all candidates perform well on a particular item, the mean score will be close to the maximum mark. Conversely, if candidates as a whole perform poorly on the item there will be a large difference between the mean score and the maximum mark. A simple comparison of the mean marks will identify those items that contribute significantly to the overall performance of the candidates.
However, because the maximum mark may not be the same for each item, a comparison of the means provides only a partial indication of candidate performance. Equal means does not necessarily imply equal performance. For questions with different maximum marks, the facility factor should be used to compare performance.


Sticky Note
The standard deviation measures the spread of the data about the mean score. The larger the standard deviation is, the more dispersed (or less consistent) the candidate performances are for that item. An increase in the standard deviation points to increased diversity amongst candidates, or to a more discriminating paper, as the marks are more dispersed about the centre. By contrast a decrease in the standard deviation would suggest more homogeneity amongst the candidates, or a less discriminating paper, as candidate marks are more clustered about the centre.


Sticky Note
This is the maximum mark for a particular question


Sticky Note
The facility factor for an item expresses the mean mark as a percentage of the maximum mark (Max. Mark) and is a measure of the accessibility of the item. If the mean mark obtained by candidates is close to the maximum mark, the facility factor will be close to 100 per cent and the item would be considered to be very accessible. If on the other hand the mean mark is low when compared with the maximum score, the facility factor will be small and the item considered less accessible to candidates.


Sticky Note
For each item the table shows the number (N) and percentage of candidates who attempted the question. When comparing items on this measure it is important to consider the order in which the items appear on the paper. If the total time available for a paper is limited, there is the possibility of some candidates running out of time. This may result in those items towards the end of the paper having a deflated figure on this measure. If the time allocated to the paper is not considered to be a significant factor, a low percentage may indicate issues of accessibility. Where candidates have a choice of question the statistics evidence candidate preferences, but will also be influenced by the teaching policy within centres.
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Sticky Note

Several valid descriptive points are made with clear references to points of the compass, and supporting evidence provided. 3/3
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Figure 2: Land use and carbon storage in a rural area of Laos
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Source: adapted from researchgate.net


2.	 (a)	  
	


	 (ii)	 Describe the pattern of carbon storage shown in Figure 2b.	 [3]


Turn over.


Figure 2a Figure 2b
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2. (b)  Explain how carbon is transferred from the land to the 
oceans by weathering and river transport. 
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Indicative content 
 
Likely AO1 content may include an explanation of carbonation weathering, and also some explanation 
of the role rivers play in transporting carbon in solution or solid materials (biomass): 
 


 Atmospheric CO2 reacts with rainwater to produce mild carbonic acid; this is transferred to the 
ocean via rivers as part of water cycle 


 Carbonic acid reacts with some mineral e.g. calcium to form solutions which are moved as part 
of river solute load (solution transport) 


 Rivers also move solid biotic materials e.g. organic remains and tree trunks and abiotic 
sediments containing carbon (suspended load) 


 Credit explanation of hydrological processes e.g. overland flow which transfer solutes from 
weathering site to river 


 
Credit any other valid points. 
 
Marking guidance 
 
Near the upper end, answers that score well will provide more detailed explanations using appropriate 
terminology and concepts, and will offer a balanced explanation of the role of weathering and rivers. 
 


Award the marks as follows: 


Band Marks  


3 4-5 Developed  explanation of both processes (weathering and river transport). 
Sustained focus on carbon transfers from the land to the ocean. 


2 2-3 Partial explanation of both processes or developed explanation of one. 
Partial focus on carbon transfers from the land to the ocean. 


1 1 Partial explanation of one process. 
Limited or absent focus on carbon transfers from the land to the ocean. 


 0 Response not creditworthy or not attempted. 


 
 
  












 
 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Sticky Note

Band 2 answer.  Unfortunately, much of this response deals with what happens when carbon reaches the ocean - but the question does not ask for this.  Credit is gained latterly for  valid points about  leaves being transported by overland flow.  There is some understanding here of chemical processes, but not in the context which is asked for. 3/5

















Sticky Note

Band 3 answer.  A developed causal account is provided of both weathering and river transport.  There is sustained, detailed explanation using appropriate terminology.  Multiple hydrological processes are identified that contribute to the transfer of carbon.  Overall, this is excellent AO1 material. 5/5
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Figure 2: Land use and carbon storage in a rural area of Laos
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	 (b)	 Explain how carbon is transferred from the land to the oceans by weathering and river 
transport.	 [5]


Turn over.


Figure 2a Figure 2b
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3.  Discuss the importance of soil as a water and carbon store.  
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Indicative Content 
 
The indicative content is not prescriptive and candidates are not expected to cover all points for full 
marks. Credit other valid points not contained in the indicative content. 
 


AO1 
Candidates will provide a description and explanation of how soil operates as a water and carbon 
store. This may include: 
 


 Water storage in soil pores, including capillary and hygroscopic water 


 High levels of water storage in soils rich in clay and humus  


 Lower levels of water storage in sandy soils with larger pore spaces, resulting in the percolation 
and loss of gravitational water   


 Carbon storage in soils in organic matter 


 High levels of carbon stored in peat rich soils as surface layers develop to greater thicknesses 
 
AO2 
Candidates demonstrate application of knowledge and understanding through synthesis and 
evaluation. This may include: 
 


 Discussion of the varying ability of different soils to store carbon and/or water 


 Discussion of the importance of these stores for human activities 


 Discussion of the importance of these stores for the operation of local water and carbon cycles 
eg soil stores generating throughflow or providing water for uptake by plant roots  


 Discussion of soils where both high levels of water and carbon are retained e.g. peaty gleys 


 Discussion of the importance of these stores at a planetary scale e.g. carbon  storage in frozen 
permafrost soils, or importance of soil as a store relative to ocean and atmosphere  


 


Near the upper end, answers that score highly will show application of knowledge and understanding 
by explaining and discussing complex ideas, synthesising information, and coming to rational 
conclusions which highlight the importance of soil using varying scales and perspectives.  
 


Responses in the middle range will show some application of knowledge and understanding to provide 
some discussion and synthesis, prior to drawing partially supported conclusions. 
 


Near the lower end, responses provide very limited application of knowledge and understanding of 
physical systems to provide little or no discussion of the statement. 
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Award the marks as follows: 


 AO1 (10 marks) AO2.1c (10 marks) 


Band Description and explanation of how soil 
operates as a water and carbon store. 


Discussion of the importance of soil as a 
water and carbon store.  


3 7-10 marks 
Demonstrates detailed and accurate 
knowledge and understanding of all 
elements of the question. 


Makes use of appropriate and well-
developed examples and may include well-
annotated diagram(s). 


7-10 marks 
Applies knowledge and understanding to 
produce a thorough and coherent evaluation 
that is supported by evidence. 


Applies knowledge and understanding of 
water and carbon cycles to thoroughly and 
coherently discuss complex interlinkages. 


Balanced coverage of the main issues 
leading to substantiated conclusions. 


2 4-6 marks 
Demonstrates accurate knowledge and 
understanding of most elements of the 
question. 


Makes some use of examples and may 
include simple diagram(s).  


4-6 marks 
Applies knowledge and understanding to 
produce a coherent but partial evaluation.  


Applies knowledge and understanding of 
water and carbon cycles in a partially-
balanced way. 


1 1-3 marks 
Demonstrates limited knowledge and 
understanding of some element of the 
question. 


Makes limited or no use of examples and 
may include a simple diagram. 


1-3 marks 
Applies knowledge and understanding to 
produce a limited evaluation 


Applies knowledge and understanding of 
water and carbon cycles in an unbalanced 
way (one may be absent). 


 0 marks 
Response not creditworthy or not attempted. 


0 marks 
Response not creditworthy or not attempted. 


 
  












21 | P a g e  
 


 


 



Sticky Note

This extended response reaches the Band 2/3 border for both assessment objectives.  Some description and explanation is provided of water and carbon cycle flows but not always in great detail (AO1).  An attempt is made to provide an evaluation but any reasoning is mostly quite basic and shows little evidence of conceptual thought (AO2).  Points worth noting are:




Sticky Note

- this is a very basic introduction only, although it does acknowledge interaction between soil and vegetation.




Sticky Note

this long paragraph shows a confident grasp of water cycle processes and some understanding of the carbon cycle.  The level of supporting detail is weak, however, with virtually no data provided or any named places and locations.  As a result, it's a rather generalised account (AO1).  An attempt is made to offer a viewpoint on the importance of soil, for example in the final sentence where its 'huge impact' is acknowledged (AO2).
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Sticky Note

- the short paragraph deals with the importance of the ocean store.  The question does not ask for this, otherwise it would have been phrased in a way which invited candidates explicitly to discuss the relative importance of soil. But it was not phrased like that. 




Sticky Note

Conclusion - an attempt is made to provide a final evaluation.  The paragraph begins well but unfortunately drafts off-topic towards the end by concluding, tangentially, with the assertion that we need to manage soils better because of tourism in Brazil



Sticky Note

13 (6+7) /20 
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Either


3.	 Discuss the importance of soil as a water and carbon store.	 [20]


Turn over.
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 4.  To what extent do water and carbon cycle flows vary 
seasonally in different contexts? 
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Indicative Content 
 


This question requires candidates to demonstrate their ability to develop a sustained line of reasoning 
which is coherent, relevant, substantiated and logically structured. 
The indicative content is not prescriptive and candidates are not expected to cover all points for full 
marks. Credit other valid points not contained in the indicative content.  
 


AO1 
Candidates will provide a description and explanation of how seasonal variations in climate or other 
environmental characteristics (e.g. river flow) impacts on the operation of water and carbon flows such 
as rainfall, runoff and carbon sequestration. This may include: 
 


 Heightened water cycle flows during rainy seasons e.g. monsoon climates 


 Increased overland flow and river discharge during these seasons 


 Increased transpiration and evaporation in warm/hot seasons 


 Higher rates of photosynthesis and carbon sequestration during growth seasons 


 Leaf loss and carbon/nutrient cycling during autumn in UK 
 
AO2 
Candidates demonstrate application of knowledge and understanding through synthesis. This may 
include: 
 


 The extent to which some contexts lack seasonal variations e.g. tropics 


 The extent to which there are marked seasonal differences in some contexts, e.g. rainfall in 
monsoon climates 


 The extent to which photosynthesis and carbon sequestration are limited for very large parts of 
the year e.g. tundra climates 


 The extent to which flash flooding occurs, which can flush organic matter from a basin resulting 
in increased flows/outputs of carbon as well as water 


 The extent to which the two cycles interrelate through flows of dissolved carbon in water 
 


Near the upper end, answers that score highly will show application of knowledge and understanding 
by explaining complex ideas, synthesising information, and coming to rational conclusions which 
highlight the extent to which flows vary in different contexts.  
 


Responses in the middle range will show some application of knowledge and understanding to provide 
some explanation and synthesis, prior to drawing partially supported conclusions about the extent to 
which flows vary in different contexts. 
 


Near the lower end, responses provide very limited application of knowledge and understanding of 
physical systems to provide little or no consideration of about the extent to which flows vary in 
different contexts. 
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Award marks as follows: 


 AO1 (10 marks) AO2.1c (10 marks) 


Band Description and explanation of water and 
carbon cycle flows in different contexts.  


Discussion of the extent to which water and 
carbon cycle flows vary seasonally. 


3 7-10 marks 
Demonstrates detailed and accurate 
knowledge and understanding of all 
elements of the question. 
 
Makes use of appropriate and well-
developed examples and may include well-
annotated diagram(s).  


7-10 marks 
Applies knowledge and understanding to 
produce a thorough and coherent evaluation 
that is supported by evidence. 


Applies knowledge and understanding of 
water and carbon cycles to thoroughly and 
coherently discuss complex interlinkages. 


Balanced coverage of the main issues 
leading to substantiated conclusions. 


2 4-6 marks 
Demonstrates accurate knowledge and 
understanding of most elements of the 
question. 
 
Makes some use of examples and may 
include simple diagram(s).  


4-6 marks 
Applies knowledge and understanding to 
produce a coherent but partial evaluation  
Applies knowledge and understanding of 
water and carbon cycles in a partially-
balanced way. 


1 1-3 marks 
Demonstrates limited knowledge and 
understanding of some element of the 
question. 
 
Makes limited or no use of examples and 
may include a simple diagram. 


1-3 marks 
Applies knowledge and understanding to 
produce a limited evaluation. 
 
Applies knowledge and understanding of 
water and carbon cycles  in an unbalanced 
way (one may be absent). 


 0 marks 
Response not creditworthy or not attempted. 


0 marks 
Response not creditworthy or not attempted. 


 
 
  












Sticky Note

This response scores very highly according to both assessment objectives.  Detailed description and explanation is provided of water and carbon cycle flows (AO1).  The material is presented as a critical discussion of the extent to which variations occur seasonally; there is continued ongoing evaluation, and a substantial final conclusion (AO2).  Points worth noting are:




Sticky Note

Paragraph one - 'sets the scene' well using applied concepts (interdependency and scale).








Sticky Note

Paragraph two - this long paragraph demonstrates detailed knowledge e.g. of photosynthesis transfers and varied biomes of Europe (AO1).  There is sustained discussion of the extent to which variations are seasonal; all points are directly linked to the debate (AO2).








Sticky Note

Paragraph three - this knowledgeable paragraph about the cryosphere contains a wealth of detailed knowledge e.g. steady state equilibrium, ice calving and sublimation (AO1).  This is accompanied by a thorough and coherent evaluation of seasonality (AO2).




Sticky Note

Paragraph four - by including human activity, an even wider range of contexts has now been described and explained (AO1). The AO2 critical focus on seasonality is sustained.




Sticky Note

Conclusion - the candidate provides a substantial, nuanced conclusion that returns to the geographic theme of scale.  The excellent point is made that seasonal variations can be found equally in local hillslope carbon/water flows and in global scale transfers.




Sticky Note

Overall score is 20 (10+10) /20 
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Or


4.	 To what extent do water and carbon cycle flows vary seasonally in different contexts?	 [20]


Turn over.
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Section B: Global Governance: Change and Challenges  
 


5. (a)  Use Figure 3 to compare attitudes towards immigration in 
the countries shown. 
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Indicative content 
 
AO3 content includes identifying from Figure 3 attitudes for different states and providing an explicit 
comparison of how they vary. 
 


 Very marked differences between countries but no dominant pattern  


 Germany most positive by some way (66% agree)  


 UK, Spain, USA more in favour overall 


 France, Poland are more negative than positive  


 Greece most negative overall, with only 70% disagreeing 


 Percentage of 'don't know' or 'both' varies and is more significant in Poland 


 Spain has near equal percentage of respondents on both sides (most polarised) 
 
Marking guidance 
 
Near the upper end, answers that score well will make sustained and specific reference to the 
resource provided, making an explicit comparison of how attitudes vary. 
 
Near the lower end, answers will display limited use of the resource with limited or no comparison. 


Award the marks as follows: 


Band Marks  


3 4-5 Well-developed comparison of attitudes towards immigration. 
Sustained use of data from the resource to support comparisons. 


2 2-3 Partial comparison of attitudes towards immigration. 
Some use of data from the resource to support comparisons. 


1 1 Limited statements with little or no use of data from the resource. 


 0 Response not creditworthy or not attempted. 
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Sticky Note

.  Sufficient work has been done to gain full marks.  This concise answer draws several comparisons and makes good use of the data, gaining AO3 credit. 5/5













Sticky Note

.  A well-developed comparison of attitudes with sustained use of the data.  The attention to detail is very good - not many candidates remarked on the 'don't know' percentages. 5/5
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Section B: Global Governance: Change and Challenges


Answer questions 5 and 6 and either 7 or 8.


Make the fullest possible use of examples in support of your answers.


Figure 3: The results of a survey in selected countries about attitudes towards immigration, 
2015


© WJEC CBAC Ltd.


Germany


UK


Spain


France


Poland


Greece


USA


66


52


47


45


24


19


51


29


37


46


52


52


70


41


Percentage of respondents 
who agreed with the 
question: ‘Do you think 
migrants benefit our country 
because they work hard?’


Percentage of respondents 
who agreed with the question: 
‘Do you think migrants are 
a burden on our country 
because they take our jobs?’


Note: responses of ‘don’t know’ or ‘both’ are not shown.


Source: Pew Research Centre


5.	 (a)	 Use Figure 3 to compare attitudes towards immigration in the countries shown.	 [5]
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Section C: Challenges of the 21st Century 
 


9.  To what extent can change be prevented in rural areas?  
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Indicative Content 
 
Within the answer to question 9, candidates should use the maps in Figures 5, 6, 7 and 8 and apply their 
knowledge and understanding from across the whole specification in order to develop a sustained line of 
reasoning which is coherent, relevant, substantiated and logically structured. 
The indicative content is not prescriptive and candidates are not expected to cover all points for full marks. 
Credit other valid points not contained in the indicative content. 
 
AO3 may include: 


 Analysis of what is meant by rural areas (Figure 5) 


 Analysis of possible temperature changes by 2100 (Figure 7) 


 Analysis of demographic changes taking places in 2014 and their implications  (Figure 6)  


 Analysis of the extent of protection offered to rural areas by national parks (Figure 8) 


 Synthesis of the Figures e.g. identifying rural areas where greatest temperature and demographic 
changes are shown (Figures 5,6, and 7) 


 
AO1 content includes knowledge and understanding of the changes shown in Figures 5-8 or other changes 
studied as part of the course. This may include: 


 The demographic changes which are linked with out- or in-migration e.g. ageing population 


 The economic changes which are linked with migration e.g. shop closures 


 The effects of global warming on water and carbon cycling 


 The effects of global warming on ecosystems and landscapes 


 The role of national parks or other protection measures in preventing rural change 
  
AO2 requires candidates demonstrate application of knowledge and understanding through evaluation of 
the extent to which change can be prevented. Responses may include: 


 The extent to which population trends in 2014 may continue or whether counter-urban or 
urbanisation trends might reverse 


 The extent to which demographic and economic change is reversible of thresholds have been 
crossed in terms of settlement decline 


 The extent to which climate change can be prevented through mitigation; or whether even more 
extreme scenarios exist than that shown in Figure 6 


 The extent to which the EU will continue to allow free movement which may affect rural change  


 The extent to which protection measures can be enforced or work at a large enough scale e.g. 
national parks 


 
The question requires candidates' progress beyond explaining changes and possible prevention measures. 
At the upper end, answers that score highly will show application of knowledge and understanding by 
evaluating the extent to which change can be prevented/managed, synthesising information, and coming to 
rational conclusions which draw across the Specification. 
 
Responses in the middle range will show some application of knowledge and understanding to provide 
some evaluation and synthesis from across the specification, prior to drawing partially supported 
conclusions. 
 
Lower end responses provide very limited application of knowledge and understanding of rural change to 
provide little evaluation. 


  







 


20 
© WJEC CBAC Ltd. 


Award the marks as follows: 


 AO1 [8 marks] AO2.1c [12 marks] AO3 [10 marks] 


Band Knowledge and 
understanding of changes in 
rural areas. 


The extent to which rural 
change can be prevented. 


Geographical changes 
and issues in Figures 5-8; 
extended writing skills. 


3 7-8 marks 
Demonstrates detailed and 
accurate knowledge and 
understanding of all 
elements of the question. 
 
Makes use of appropriate 
and well-developed 
examples and may include 
well-annotated diagram(s).  


9-12 marks 
Applies knowledge and 
understanding to produce a 
coherent, thorough and 
sustained evaluation. 
 
Applies knowledge and 
understanding of Specification 
themes in a broad and well-
balanced way. 


8-10 marks 
Well-developed analysis of  
Figures 5-8 with sustained 
and detailed use of data. 
 
Well-constructed, coherent 
and logical arguments and 
substantiated conclusions. 


2 4-6 marks 
Demonstrates accurate 
knowledge and 
understanding of most 
elements of the question. 
 
Makes some use of 
examples and may include 
simple diagram(s). 


5-8 marks 
Applies knowledge and 
understanding to produce a 
coherent but partial evaluation. 
  
Applies knowledge and 
understanding of Specification 
themes in a narrower and 
partially-balanced way. 


4-7 marks 
Partial analysis of Figures 
5-8 with some detailed use 
of data. 
 
Partial arguments and 
conclusions have been 
attempted. 
 


1 1-3 marks 
Demonstrates limited 
knowledge and 
understanding of some 
element of the question. 
 
Makes limited or no use of 
examples and may include a 
simple diagram. 


1-4 marks 
Applies knowledge and 
understanding to produce a 
limited evaluation. 
 
Applies limited knowledge and 
understanding of Specification 
themes in an unbalanced way. 


1-3 marks 
Limited analysis of Figures 
5-8 with some limited use 
of data. 
 
Limited arguments and 
conclusions, if any. 


 


 0 marks 
Response not creditworthy 
or not attempted. 


0 marks 
Response not creditworthy or 
not attempted. 


0 marks 
Response not creditworthy 
or not attempted. 
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Figure 6: Net migration within Europe in 
2014
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Section C: 21st Century Challenges


Answer either question 9 or question 10.


In your answer to either question 9 or 10, you should use the maps in Figures 5, 6, 7 and 8 and apply 
your knowledge and understanding from across the whole specification.


Either


9.	 To what extent can change be prevented in rural areas?	 [30]


© WJEC CBAC Ltd.


Rural regions
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Figure 5: Rural and urban regions of Europe 
(excludes non-EU states)
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Figure 7: Projected temperature changes in Europe by 2100 (without climate change mitigation)


Source: ec.europa.eu


Figure 8: National Parks in England and Wales 


Source: webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk


National Parks are protected rural areas on account of their beautiful countryside, wildlife and 
cultural heritage. People live and work in the National Parks. The farms, villages and towns are 
protected along with the natural environment.


END OF PAPER
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1. (b)  Suggest reasons why the amount of precipitation in 
December varies from year to year in Figure 1. 
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Indicative content 
 
Likely AO2 content includes suggesting why some years such as 1928 and 2014 have very high 
rainfall. Reasons must be meteorological (accept different time scales). 
 


 Natural variability of air mass and frontal movements, and probability of high rain in December 
as opposed to other months 


 Storms may pass over high relief areas in some years - orographic rainfall 


 Passage of depressions may change in line with jet stream movements which are cyclical 
(annual/decadal) 


 Recent events may be linked with longer-term climate change and warming oceans thus more 
evaporation and consequently precipitation  


 
Credit any other valid points. 
 
Marking guidance 
 
Near the upper end, answers that score well will offer more detailed suggestions using appropriate 
terminology and concepts, or may make specific reference to variability on differing timescales. 
 


Award the marks as follows: 


Band Marks  


3 4-5 At the top end, two well-developed reasons are suggested for variability of 
precipitation. 
Applies developed knowledge and understanding of rainfall to the resource.  


2 2-3 One or two partial reasons are suggested for variability of precipitation. 
Some application of knowledge and understanding of rainfall to the resource.  


1 1 Limited suggestion of one reason for variability of precipitation. 
Fragmented or no applied knowledge and understanding. 


 0 Response not creditworthy or not attempted. 


  












Sticky Note

Two partial reasons have been suggested using some applied knowledge (AO2).  The point about climate change is not very well-developed and only uses simple water cycle knowledge, however.  The pollution idea (more condensation nuclei in some years) is not particularly convincing but does at least make an attempt to apply some course knowledge.  The final idea about the amount of forest varying from year to year in the UK is unrealistic and not creditworthy. 3/5
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Sticky Note

Partial reasons are suggested but they are not always convincing.  The idea of the jet stream is quite detailed and creditworthy.  However the idea of forest appearing and disappearing 'in certain years' represents poor use of applied knowledge, and is not creditworthy.  England does not experience a monsoon season.  Overall, a fair score which reflects the mark band criteria is 3/5.
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Section A: Global Systems – Water and Carbon Cycles


Answer questions 1 and 2 and either 3 or 4.


Make the fullest possible use of examples in support of your answers.


Figure 1: December precipitation in England and Wales, 1928-2014
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Source: Met Office


1. (b) Suggest reasons why the amount of precipitation in December varies from year to year in
Figure 1.	 [5]
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2. (a) (i)  Use Figure 2a to estimate the size of the area of mature 
forest in square kilometres. Show your workings.  
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Award 1 mark for any of the following, up to a maximum of 2 marks     2  2 


Indicative content 
 


 Working: forest shape is 6km deep (north-south) and approx. 2km wide  (1 mark) 


 Answer: 12km2 or slightly less (accept 11-13) (1 mark) 
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Sticky Note

An accurate answer with correct working. 2/2












Sticky Note

An accurate answer with correct working. 2/2












 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


  


 


 


 


  


3 








 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


  


 


 


 


  


4 








(A110U20-1)


3


© WJEC CBAC Ltd.


A
11


0
U


2
0


1
0


3


Figure 2: Land use and carbon storage in a rural area of Laos
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Source: adapted from researchgate.net


2.	 (a)	 (i)	 Use Figure 2a to estimate the size of the area of mature forest in square kilometres. 
Show your workings.	 [2]


	 	 	


	  


	 	


	 	


Turn over.


Figure 2a Figure 2b
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2. (a) (ii)  Describe the pattern of carbon storage shown in 
Figure 2b.  
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Award 1 mark for any of the following, up to a maximum of 3 marks     3  3 


Indicative content 
 


 Highest in east - 60 tons/ha (1 mark) 


 Lowest in centre and most of western side at around 5 tons/ha (1 mark) 
 Scattered areas of 20-40 t/ha along western edge (1 mark) 
 Low near river and/or in villages (1 mark) 


 
Expect some quantification for award of full marks. 


 
  
















Sticky Note

Some of this answer is irrelevant for the question set.  No comparison was required between Fig 2a and Fig 2b.  The question asks only for a description of the pattern shown in Fig 2b.  Two marks were awarded for accurate descriptions of variations between the east, central and north of the map. 2/3
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Sticky Note

.  This is a well-developed and reasonably accurate outline of the issues.  The focus on islands is mostly sustained although the final sentence wanders off-topic. 4/5













Sticky Note

There is a very well-developed outline of the issues, with a sustained focus on the concept of tension.  Knowledge and supporting terminology is excellent. 5/5
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7.  ‘Globalisation depends more on the internet than it does on 
transport.' Discuss this statement, making reference to both 
migration and ocean governance in your answer.  A


O
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Indicative Content 
 
This question requires candidates to demonstrate their ability to develop a sustained line of reasoning 
which is coherent, relevant, substantiated and logically structured. 
The indicative content is not prescriptive and candidates are not expected to cover all points for full 
marks. Credit other valid points not contained in the indicative content. 
 


AO1 
AO1 content encompasses knowledge and understanding of internet and transport technologies, and 
ways they support aspects of globalisation. Development of this may include: 
 


 Air/ocean transport for economic migration and/or refugee flows 


 Trains, vehicles for international travel by land   


 Container transport for commodity shipping 


 Information flows via undersea cables 


 Information exchange between migrant host and source nations 
 


AO2 
Candidates demonstrate application of knowledge and understanding through discussion of the extent 
to which the internet is most important. Responses may include: 
 


 Discussion of the relative importance of internet and transport for different global flows - which 
may make it hard to reach a conclusion overall 


 Discussion of how migration depends on both - internet provides ideas about where to move to and 
means to stay in touch; but transport needed to make the move 


 Discussion of the importance of shipping and trade to globalisation as a whole (its primary axis) 


 Discussion of changing importance over time - internet has become more important due to growth in 
services 


 Discussion of de-globalisation/protectionism for some physical trade and stagnant shipping growth 
 
Near the upper end, answers that score highly at will show application of knowledge and understanding 
by discussing complex, interlinked technologies, synthesising information, and coming to rational 
conclusions (dependent on the aspects of globalisation and time-frames that are included). 
 


Responses in the middle range will show some application of knowledge and understanding to provide 
some discussion and synthesis, prior to drawing partially supported conclusions. 
 


Near the lower end, responses provide very limited application of knowledge and understanding of 
globalisation / technology to provide little discussion. 
 


Credit other valid approaches. 
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Award the marks as follows: 


 AO1 (10 marks) AO2.1c (10 marks) 


Band Description and explanation of how the 
internet and transport support globalisation. 


Discussion of globalisation’s dependence 
on the internet and transport. 


3 7-10 marks 
Demonstrates detailed and accurate 
knowledge and understanding of all 
elements of the question. 
 
Makes use of appropriate and well-
developed examples and may include well-
annotated diagram(s).  


7-10 marks 
Applies knowledge and understanding to 
produce a thorough and coherent 
evaluation that is supported by evidence. 


Applies knowledge and understanding of 
migration and ocean governance to 
thoroughly and coherently discuss complex 
interlinkages. 


Balanced coverage of the main issues 
leading to substantiated conclusions. 


2 4-6 marks 
Demonstrates accurate knowledge and 
understanding of most elements of the 
question. 
 
Makes some use of examples and may 
include simple diagram(s).  


4-6 marks 
Applies knowledge and understanding to 
produce a coherent but partial evaluation.  
 
Applies knowledge and understanding of 
migration and ocean governance in a 
partially-balanced way. 


1 1-3 marks 
Demonstrates limited knowledge and 
understanding of some element of the 
question. 
 
Makes limited or no use of examples and 
may include a simple diagram. 


1-3 marks 
Applies knowledge and understanding to 
produce a limited evaluation. 
 
Applies knowledge and understanding of 
migration and ocean governance in an 
unbalanced way (one may be absent). 


 0 marks 
Response not creditworthy or not 
attempted. 


0 marks 
Response not creditworthy or not 
attempted. 


 
  












 
 


 


 



Sticky Note

This extended response is mediocre overall  Points worth noting are:



Sticky Note

Paragraph one - some quite detailed information (AO1) about sea cables is provided, and their importance is asserted. 




Sticky Note

Paragraph two - some more information about the sea floor cables is provided.  However it is not well-linked to the question and instead dwells on the isolation of North Korea.  The generalised and personal style of writing ('nowadays you can buy almost any legal goods by just one click...') is not indicative of top-band AO1.  There is a glimmer of AO2 argument in the final sentence.
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Sticky Note

Conclusion - a viewpoint is put forward (AO2) but it is quite simplistic and unfortunately there is very little relevant information in the preceding paragraphs to justify this viewpoint being reached




Sticky Note

Paragraph three and four - the material about rural -urban migration is largely irrelevant because the question asks about globalisation, not national development changes.  The simple argument is made that people smuggling depends on transport; however, any link between people smuggling and globalisation is unclear.



Sticky Note

Overall, 11 (6 + 5) /20 
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Turn over.(A110U20-1)


7.	 ‘Globalisation depends more on the internet than it does on transport.’ 


	 Discuss this statement, making reference to both migration and ocean governance in your 
answer.	 [20]
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8.  Evaluate strategies to manage both illegal activities at sea and 
global refugee flows.  
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Indicative Content 
 
This question requires candidates to demonstrate their ability to develop a sustained line of reasoning 
which is coherent, relevant, substantiated and logically structured. 
The indicative content is not prescriptive and candidates are not expected to cover all points for full 
marks. Credit other valid points not contained in the indicative content. 
 


AO1 
AO1 content encompasses knowledge and understanding of international (UN/EU) efforts to manage 
refugee flows and illegal activities at sea (illegal over-fishing, piracy, smuggling, people trafficking, 
EEZ infringements, etc.). Development of this may include: 
 


 International action to manage refugee flows by UNHCR including obligation of UN states 


 Other related UN efforts e.g. refugee camps; role of WHO; peacekeepers 


 Actions by EU to manage refugee crisis and process applications / distribute refugees 


 Actions to tackle piracy/smuggling e.g. involvement of NATO 


 Actions to uphold EEZ/UNCLOS e.g. tackling illegal fishing in territorial waters  
 


AO2 
Candidates demonstrate application of knowledge and understanding through an evaluation of the 
success of these efforts. Responses may include: 
 


 Evaluating the success or failure of international attempts to help refugees (when millions 
remain homeless and lives are lost crossing Mediterranean) 


 Evaluating the success of EU management of refugee crisis e.g. political opposition to 
migration in many countries 


 Evaluating the mixed success of attempts to manage piracy e.g. fewer incidents near Somalia 
but more near Asia 


 Evaluating the extent to which aims are achieved in some contexts but problems persist 
overall 


 Assessing whether mitigation can take place or merely adaptation (e.g. tackling poverty or 
conflict to reduce refugee flows) 


 


Near the upper end, answers that score highly at will show application of knowledge and 
understanding by assessing detailed and possibly interlinked actions, synthesising information, and 
arriving at a proper evaluation (dependent on the issue and international contexts that are included). 
 


Responses in the middle range will show some application of knowledge and understanding to 
provide some discussion and synthesis, prior to arriving at a partially supported evaluation. 
 


Near the lower end, responses provide very limited application of knowledge and understanding of 
refugees/illegal flows to provide little evaluation. 
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Award the marks as follows: 


 AO1 (10 marks) AO2.1c (10 marks) 


Band Description and explanation of illegal 
activities at sea and global refugee flows.  


Evaluation of the success of the 
management of these issues.   


3 7-10 marks 
Demonstrates detailed and accurate 
knowledge and understanding of all 
elements of the question. 
 
Makes use of appropriate and well-
developed examples and may include well-
annotated diagram(s).  


7-10 marks 
Applies knowledge and understanding to 
produce a thorough and coherent 
evaluation that is supported by evidence. 


Applies knowledge and understanding of 
migration and ocean governance to 
thoroughly and coherently discuss complex 
interlinkages. 


Balanced coverage of the main issues 
leading to substantiated conclusions. 


2 4-6 marks 
Demonstrates accurate knowledge and 
understanding of most elements of the 
question. 
 
Makes some use of examples and may 
include simple diagram(s).  


4-6 marks 
Applies knowledge and understanding to 
produce a coherent but partial evaluation.  
 
Applies knowledge and understanding of 
migration and ocean governance in a  
partially-balanced way. 


1 1-3 marks 
Demonstrates limited knowledge and 
understanding of some element of the 
question. 
 
Makes limited or no use of examples and 
may include a simple diagram. 


1-3 marks 
Applies knowledge and understanding to 
produce a limited evaluation. 
 
Applies knowledge and understanding of 
migration and ocean governance in an 
unbalanced way (one may be absent). 


 0 marks 
Response not creditworthy or not 
attempted. 


0 marks 
Response not creditworthy or not 
attempted. 


  












Sticky Note

This extended response also scores very highly according to both assessment objectives.  Detailed description and explanation is provided of illegal activities and refugee flows (AO1).  The material is presented as a critical evaluation of the strategies and their success; there is continued ongoing evaluation, and a substantial final conclusion (AO2).  Points worth noting are:




Sticky Note

Paragraph one - introduces the main issues confidently, incorporating impressive terminology.  Deconstructs what might be meant by 'strategies' from the outset (both adaptation/monitoring and mitigation/preventing), thereby setting the stage for an interesting evaluation of what succeeds or does not.




Sticky Note

Paragraph two - good recall of the UN UDHR (AO1), accompanied by ongoing evaluation (AO2 ) - the strategy is shown as unsuccessful because it is often ignored and open to interpretation.








Sticky Note

Paragraph three - this knowledgeable paragraph provide details of the Syrian refugee crisis (AO1), accompanied by a convincing and well-evidenced evaluation of UNHCR's work (AO2).




Sticky Note

Paragraphs four and five - the candidate continues to blend concise, detailed and accurate information (AO1) with argument and critical reflection (AO2).








Sticky Note

Conclusion - the candidate provides a final weighing-up of the evidence and takes the position that strategies have largely failed due to the geographic complexity and magnitude of the problems, which require better coordination between different forces.  This is a mature and considered view to end with.




Sticky Note

Score is 20 (10+10) /20 
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Turn over.(A110U20-1)


Or


8.	 Evaluate strategies to manage illegal activities at sea and global refugee flows.	 [20]
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Section C: Challenges of the 21st Century 
 


9.  To what extent can change be prevented in rural areas?  
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Indicative Content 
 
Within the answer to question 9, candidates should use the maps in Figures 5, 6, 7 and 8 and apply their 
knowledge and understanding from across the whole specification in order to develop a sustained line of 
reasoning which is coherent, relevant, substantiated and logically structured. 
The indicative content is not prescriptive and candidates are not expected to cover all points for full marks. 
Credit other valid points not contained in the indicative content. 
 
AO3 may include: 


 Analysis of what is meant by rural areas (Figure 5) 


 Analysis of possible temperature changes by 2100 (Figure 7) 


 Analysis of demographic changes taking places in 2014 and their implications  (Figure 6)  


 Analysis of the extent of protection offered to rural areas by national parks (Figure 8) 


 Synthesis of the Figures e.g. identifying rural areas where greatest temperature and demographic 
changes are shown (Figures 5,6, and 7) 


 
AO1 content includes knowledge and understanding of the changes shown in Figures 5-8 or other changes 
studied as part of the course. This may include: 


 The demographic changes which are linked with out- or in-migration e.g. ageing population 


 The economic changes which are linked with migration e.g. shop closures 


 The effects of global warming on water and carbon cycling 


 The effects of global warming on ecosystems and landscapes 


 The role of national parks or other protection measures in preventing rural change 
  
AO2 requires candidates demonstrate application of knowledge and understanding through evaluation of 
the extent to which change can be prevented. Responses may include: 


 The extent to which population trends in 2014 may continue or whether counter-urban or 
urbanisation trends might reverse 


 The extent to which demographic and economic change is reversible of thresholds have been 
crossed in terms of settlement decline 


 The extent to which climate change can be prevented through mitigation; or whether even more 
extreme scenarios exist than that shown in Figure 6 


 The extent to which the EU will continue to allow free movement which may affect rural change  


 The extent to which protection measures can be enforced or work at a large enough scale e.g. 
national parks 


 
The question requires candidates' progress beyond explaining changes and possible prevention measures. 
At the upper end, answers that score highly will show application of knowledge and understanding by 
evaluating the extent to which change can be prevented/managed, synthesising information, and coming to 
rational conclusions which draw across the Specification. 
 
Responses in the middle range will show some application of knowledge and understanding to provide 
some evaluation and synthesis from across the specification, prior to drawing partially supported 
conclusions. 
 
Lower end responses provide very limited application of knowledge and understanding of rural change to 
provide little evaluation. 
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Award the marks as follows: 


 AO1 [8 marks] AO2.1c [12 marks] AO3 [10 marks] 


Band Knowledge and 
understanding of changes in 
rural areas. 


The extent to which rural 
change can be prevented. 


Geographical changes 
and issues in Figures 5-8; 
extended writing skills. 


3 7-8 marks 
Demonstrates detailed and 
accurate knowledge and 
understanding of all 
elements of the question. 
 
Makes use of appropriate 
and well-developed 
examples and may include 
well-annotated diagram(s).  


9-12 marks 
Applies knowledge and 
understanding to produce a 
coherent, thorough and 
sustained evaluation. 
 
Applies knowledge and 
understanding of Specification 
themes in a broad and well-
balanced way. 


8-10 marks 
Well-developed analysis of  
Figures 5-8 with sustained 
and detailed use of data. 
 
Well-constructed, coherent 
and logical arguments and 
substantiated conclusions. 


2 4-6 marks 
Demonstrates accurate 
knowledge and 
understanding of most 
elements of the question. 
 
Makes some use of 
examples and may include 
simple diagram(s). 


5-8 marks 
Applies knowledge and 
understanding to produce a 
coherent but partial evaluation. 
  
Applies knowledge and 
understanding of Specification 
themes in a narrower and 
partially-balanced way. 


4-7 marks 
Partial analysis of Figures 
5-8 with some detailed use 
of data. 
 
Partial arguments and 
conclusions have been 
attempted. 
 


1 1-3 marks 
Demonstrates limited 
knowledge and 
understanding of some 
element of the question. 
 
Makes limited or no use of 
examples and may include a 
simple diagram. 


1-4 marks 
Applies knowledge and 
understanding to produce a 
limited evaluation. 
 
Applies limited knowledge and 
understanding of Specification 
themes in an unbalanced way. 


1-3 marks 
Limited analysis of Figures 
5-8 with some limited use 
of data. 
 
Limited arguments and 
conclusions, if any. 


 


 0 marks 
Response not creditworthy 
or not attempted. 


0 marks 
Response not creditworthy or 
not attempted. 


0 marks 
Response not creditworthy 
or not attempted. 


  




















Sticky Note

AO1 - A wide range of supporting ideas and concepts feature in this answer which the candidate has drawn from course learning.  Excellent judgment is shown in the depth of AO1 treatment offered.  The candidate does not 'hijack' this question by regurgitating long, verbatim case studies.  Instead, prior learning is used selectively, briefly but effectively to support arguments that are being built around the Figures. 8/8




Sticky Note

AO2 - The quality of the argument is excellent.  There is continual ongoing evaluation and reflection (for instance, the recognition that global forces which bring change to rural areas are hard to resist; or the idea that thresholds may already have been reached, bringing now-irreversible changes to rural areas). 12/12




Sticky Note

AO3 - There is sustained use of all figures; important data have been selectively identified (such as the temperature rise in the Andalusian region of Spain). 10/10




Sticky Note

This answer gained maximum marks (30/30), as follows.
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Figure 6: Net migration within Europe in 
2014


(A110U20-1)
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Section C: 21st Century Challenges


Answer either question 9 or question 10.


In your answer to either question 9 or 10, you should use the maps in Figures 5, 6, 7 and 8 and apply 
your knowledge and understanding from across the whole specification.


Either


9.	 To what extent can change be prevented in rural areas?	 [30]


	 	


© WJEC CBAC Ltd.
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Figure 7: Projected temperature changes in Europe by 2100 (without climate change mitigation)


Source: ec.europa.eu


Figure 8: National Parks in England and Wales 


Source: webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk


National Parks are protected rural areas on account of their beautiful countryside, wildlife and 
cultural heritage. People live and work in the National Parks. The farms, villages and towns are 
protected along with the natural environment.


END OF PAPER
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10.  'In rural areas, physical geography is a more important driver 
of change than human geography.' 
Discuss this statement. A


O
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Indicative Content 
Within the answer to question 10, candidates should use the maps in Figures 5, 6, 7 and 8 and apply their 
knowledge and understanding from across the whole specification in order to develop a sustained line of 
reasoning which is coherent, relevant, substantiated and logically structured. 
The indicative content is not prescriptive and candidates are not expected to cover all points for full marks. 
Credit other valid points not contained in the indicative content. 
 
AO3 may include: 


 Analysis of what is meant by rural areas (Figure 5) 


 Analysis of possible future temperature changes (Figure 7) 


 Analysis of current demographic changes and their possible future implications  (Figure 6)  


 Analysis of the extent of past protection offered to rural areas by national parks (Figure 8) 


 Synthesis of the Figures eg identifying rural areas where greatest future temperature and possible 
demographic changes are shown (Figures 5,6, and 7) 


 
AO1 content includes knowledge and understanding of the changes shown in Figures 5-8 or other changes 
studied as part of the course. This may include: 


 Past demographic changes in rural areas e.g. rural-urban migration 


 Past economic changes and their impacts e.g. agriculture and forest clearance 


 More recent changes and their causes e.g. counterurbanisation and rural rebranding 


 The effects of past changes on landscapes in rural areas and their physical causes,  e.g. glaciated 
uplands or coastal retreat 


 The role of national parks or other protection measures in preventing rural change 
  
AO2 requires candidates demonstrate application of knowledge and understanding through discussion of 
the importance of human and physical causes. Responses may include: 


 Discussion of whether population trends in 2014 may continue or accelerate thereby making human 
factors important also in the future 


 Discussion of the climate change scenario shown and whether even more extreme scenarios exist 
than that shown in Figure 6  


 Discussion of whether climate change is an entirely physical or human cause of change 


 Discussion of whether the most important past rural changes were actually physical (depending on 
the time scale which is looked at) 


 Discussion of whether future protection measures can be effective in limiting human impacts on 
some rural areas 


 
The question requires candidates progress beyond explaining changes and causes. At the upper end, 
answers that score highly will show application of knowledge and understanding by discussing the 
importance of human/physical causes/changes, synthesising information, and coming to rational 
conclusions which draw across the Specification. 
 
Responses in the middle range will show some application of knowledge and understanding to provide 
some discussion and synthesis from across the specification, prior to drawing partially supported 
conclusions. 
 
Lower end responses provide very limited application of knowledge and understanding of causes/changes 
to provide little discussion. 
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Award the marks as follows: 


 AO1 [8 marks] AO2.1c [12 marks] AO3 [10 marks] 


Band Past and future changes in 
rural areas. 


The dominance of human and 
physical factors. 


Geographical changes 
and issues in Figs 5-8; 
extended writing skills. 


3 7-8 marks 
Demonstrates detailed and 
accurate knowledge and 
understanding of all 
elements of the question. 
 
Makes use of appropriate 
and well-developed 
examples and may include 
well-annotated diagram(s).  


9-12 marks 
Applies knowledge and 
understanding to produce a 
coherent, thorough and 
sustained evaluation. 
 
Applies knowledge and 
understanding of Specification 
themes in a broad and well-
balanced way. 


8-10 marks 
Well-developed analysis 
of Figures 5-8 with 
sustained detailed use of 
data. 
 
Well-constructed, 
coherent and logical 
arguments and 
substantiated conclusions. 


2 4-6 marks 
Demonstrates accurate 
knowledge and 
understanding of most 
elements of the question. 
 
Makes some use of 
examples and may include 
simple diagram(s).  


5-8 marks 
Applies knowledge and 
understanding to produce a 
coherent but partial evaluation.  
 
Applies knowledge and 
understanding of Specification 
themes in a narrower and 
partially-balanced way. 


4-7 marks 
Partial analysis of Figures 
5-8 with some detailed 
use of data. 
 
Partial arguments and 
conclusions have been 
attempted. 
 


1 1-3 marks 
Demonstrates limited 
knowledge and 
understanding of some 
element of the question. 
 
Makes limited or no use of 
examples and may include 
a simple diagram. 


1-4 marks 
Applies knowledge and 
understanding to produce a 
limited evaluation. 
 
Applies limited knowledge and 
understanding of Specification 
themes in an unbalanced way. 


1-3 marks 
Limited analysis of  
Figures 5-8 with some 
limited use of data. 
 
Limited arguments and 
conclusions, if any. 


 


 0 marks 
Response not creditworthy 
or not attempted. 


0 marks 
Response not creditworthy or 
not attempted. 


0 marks 
Response not creditworthy 
or not attempted. 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A110U30-1 EDUQAS A Level Geography 
Component 2 MS/Summer 2018/ED 
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Sticky Note

AO1 - 7/8 - detailed information is provided about changes in rural areas that draw on course teaching and learning.  The material dealing with Holderness, second homes and eutrophication is all relevant.  Unfortunately, it is far too detailed and is delivered at the expense of the other assessment objectives.




Sticky Note

AO2 - 4/12 - overall, the essay does little more than argue that different kinds of rural change can occur.  And the conclusion does not really reflect what the essay has argued (we have been told that human geography can cause significant change).  The final sentence of the conclusion is very weak. 




Sticky Note

AO3 - 3/10 - the candidate does not really seem to have understood the assessment objectives of the test; very little use has been made of the figures.  This is missing the entire point of the ‘21st century challenges’ assessment.  When they are connected together, the figures tell a story.  Candidates are supposed to tell this story (AO3), add their own ingredients of knowledge (AO1), and shape the material into a persuasive argument (AO2).  This response falls far short on all counts. 




Sticky Note

Q10. This answer gained 14/30 marks as follows.













 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


  


 


 


 


  


4 








 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


  


 


 


 


  


4 








 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


  


 


 


 


  


4 








Figure 6: Net migration within Europe in 
2014


(A110U20-1)
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Section C: 21st Century Challenges


Answer either question 9 or question 10.


In your answer to either question 9 or 10, you should use the maps in Figures 5, 6, 7 and 8 and apply 
your knowledge and understanding from across the whole specification.


	 	


Or


10.	 ‘In rural areas, physical geography is a more important cause of change than human geography.’
	 Discuss this statement.	 [30]
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Figure 7: Projected temperature changes in Europe by 2100 (without climate change mitigation)


Source: ec.europa.eu


Figure 8: National Parks in England and Wales 


Source: webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk


National Parks are protected rural areas on account of their beautiful countryside, wildlife and 
cultural heritage. People live and work in the National Parks. The farms, villages and towns are 
protected along with the natural environment.


END OF PAPER
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Section A: Global Systems – Water and Carbon Cycles 
 


1. (a)  Use Figure 1 to analyse long-term changes in December 
precipitation in England and Wales. 
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Indicative content 
 
Likely AO3 content includes identifying variability in the rainfall level and providing an explicit analysis 
of the evidence for long-term change. 
 


 Most years rainfall between 75-125 mm / around 100 mm 


 Higher than 150mm in approx. 15 different years e.g. 1928 


 As low as 30 in two different years e.g. 1932 


 Slightly more extreme events since 1970s may suggest a trend towards heavier rainfall 


 However, also very high in 1928 and 1933 


 May be evidence of cyclical change  
 
Credit any other valid points. 
 
Marking guidance 
 
Near the upper end, answers that score well will make specific reference to the resource provided, 
making an analysis of the evidence for long-term change. 
 


Award the marks as follows: 


Band Marks  


3 4-5 Well-developed  analysis of the long-term changes. 
Wide use of the resource as evidence. 


2 2-3 Partial analysis of the changes. 
Partial use of the resource as evidence. 


1 1 Limited statements with little or no use of evidence. 


 0 Response not creditworthy or not attempted. 


  












Sticky Note

.  There is wide use of the resource, with the minimum and maximum values accurately identified.  Beyond this, there is also a well-developed analysis of long-term changes with explicit recognition that months of higher rainfall are becoming 'increasingly common' albeit in 'not dramatic but rather incremental ways'. 5/5. 
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Sticky Note

This makes some accurate use of the resource by identifying key statistics.  But fails to offer an analysis of any long-term changes (and seems instead to imply an absence of any change, albeit with fluctuations). 3/5. 
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Section A: Global Systems – Water and Carbon Cycles


Answer questions 1 and 2 and either 3 or 4.


Make the fullest possible use of examples in support of your answers.


Figure 1: December precipitation in England and Wales, 1928-2014
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1. (a)	 Use Figure 1 to analyse long-term changes in December precipitation in England and
Wales. [5]
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5. (b)  Suggest how attitudes such as those shown in Figure 3 
could affect government migration policies. 
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Indicative content 
 
Likely AO2 content includes a range of possible effects of these attitudes on policies for immigration, 
emigration, migration within the EU or migration from outside of the EU. 
 


 Policies include quotas/caps but also policies for housing, employment and citizenship 


 Countries with strongly negative attitudes can expect to see governments being tough on 
migration where possible and vice versa 


 Governments may respond to political attitudes in order to maintain popularity 


 However some may adopt policies which voters do not like if they believe it is national interest 


 There may be humanitarian principles to uphold which outweigh voter attitudes e.g. refugee 
rights under UDHR/UNHCR 


 EU states maintain open borders irrespective of social attitudes - although UK referendum 
followed from this 


 USA is included in resource - President Trump has appealed to the 41% shown and adopted 
policies accordingly 


 


Credit other valid approaches. 
 


Marking guidance 
 


Near the upper end, answers may provide a structured analysis that encompasses different categories 
of migration policy (emigration, immigration, EU, non-EU). 
 


Answers near the lower end may have very little knowledge and understanding of migration policies 
and addresses simple populist points only (e.g. government policy will mirror social attitudes). 


Award the marks as follows: 


Band Marks  


3 4-5 Two well-developed suggestions of how attitudes could affect policies. 
Applies developed knowledge and understanding of migration policies.  


2 2-3 One or two partial suggestions of how attitudes could affect policies. 
Some application of knowledge and understanding of migration policies. 


1 1 One limited suggestion how attitudes could affect policies.  
Fragmented or no applied knowledge and understanding. 


 0 Response not creditworthy or not attempted. 


 
  












Sticky Note

Several well-developed suggestions are made (AO2).  The applied knowledge is detailed, contemporary and thoughtful.  In particular, the candidate has thought more deeply about what the word 'policies' might mean.  There are policies affecting when migration occurs; additionally there are policies for integration and welfare, which the candidate has additionally recognised. 5/5












Sticky Note

Overall, well-developed suggestions are made about attitudes such as those shown in Fig 3 affecting government policies.  Occasionally the answer drifts off-focus - comments about the need for low paid labour in the USA are weakly-linked to a question which asks about popular attitudes.  The second half of the answer is much better and makes use of contemporary news events, well-linked to popular attitudes about migration. 4/5
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Section B: Global Governance: Change and Challenges


Answer questions 5 and 6 and either 7 or 8.


Make the fullest possible use of examples in support of your answers.


Figure 3: The results of a survey in selected countries about attitudes towards immigration, 
2015
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Note: responses of ‘don’t know’ or ‘both’ are not shown.


Source: Pew Research Centre


	 (b)	 Suggest how attitudes such as those shown in Figure 3 could affect government migration 
policies.	 [5]
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6. (a)  Use Figure 4 to contrast the maritime power of the countries 
shown. 
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Indicative content 
 


Likely AO3 content includes identifying variability in the fleet sizes of the four countries and providing 
an explicit contrast of their relative power. 
 


 China has significantly greater power than any other country  


 Philippines has virtually no capability (only 3 destroyers) 


 Only China has aircraft carrier 


 May make greater use of data e.g. China has 73 destroyers 


 Provides an overview that China - with the only aircraft carrier (a significant addition to 
projected maritime power) and 100+ ships- is far and away the only superpower in this region 


 Japan shows some evidence of being a strong regional power 
 


Marking guidance 
 


Near the upper end, answers that score well will make specific reference to the resource provided, 
making an explicit contrast of maritime power. 
 


Near the lower end, answers will display limited use of the resource with limited or no contrasting 
statements that relate to power. 


Award the marks as follows: 


Band Marks  


3 4-5 Well-developed contrasts in power are drawn between different countries. 
Wide use of the resource as evidence of maritime power. 


2 2-3 Partial contrasts are drawn between different countries. 
Partial use of the resource as evidence of maritime power. 


1 1 Limited statements with little or no use of evidence. 


 0 Response not creditworthy or not attempted. 


 
 
  












Sticky Note

This concise answer draws well-developed contrasts in power, with sustained use of evidence.  The data have been manipulated in ways which 'tell the story' shown in Fig 6a very clearly to the reader (AO3).  The answer is presented in a way which emphasizes the importance of the aircraft carrier for naval power.  If this important final point have been developed further, full marks might have been achieved. 4/5
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Sticky Note

Well-developed contrasts are made; there’s good manipulation of the data.  There is a sustained emphasis on power; it is a pity more is not said about the importance of the aircraft carrier. 4/5
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6.	 (a)	 Use Figure 4 to contrast the maritime power of the countries shown.	 [5]
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Figure 4: Naval fleet sizes for selected Asian countries, 2015
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